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Evidence for Learning: Implementation in Education
Implementation in Education
A review of studies from around the world covering implementation in schools



High-quality implementation of educational approaches can have a significant impact on improving student outcomes. In Australia, there is very little research on the implementation of practices and approaches in real-world classrooms and school settings.
A 2017 report commissioned by Evidence for Learning and conducted by the Centre for Evidence and Implementation (CEI) has reviewed studies from around the world covering implementation in schools. The academic report and its summary of key findings is the first of its kind in Australia, identifying crucial elements of implementation that ensure approaches are given their greatest chance to improve outcomes for students.


What is the review about?




The scoping review explores the role of implementation in high-quality educational practice through the research question,


What is known about the role of implementation in providing effective teaching and generating positive learning outcomes for school aged children in primary and secondary education?



Based on a systematic scoping review, the goal was to explore whether particular implementation concepts or strategies in school settings have been shown to be effective in supporting teaching and improving student outcomes.


Methodology




Studies on interventions that aimed at improving student outcomes were included in this review. These could be interventions that address students’ academic achievements (such as literacy or numeracy), their physical (through nutrition, or exercise) or mental health (centered on behaviour and socialemotional wellbeing). The review includes studies that used randomisation or quasi-random procedures to assign participants, with or without blinding. Studies that tested two types of educational interventions (instead of no treatment control group) were also included. Systematic reviews of relevant implementation studies were also included.


Summary of findings




	Four major indicators of implementation quality are dosage (participation in certain activity), fidelity (ongoing support), quality of delivery (support from principals) and acceptability (teachers’ participation and attitudes to that activity) which influence students’ outcomes (academic and behavioural) and teachers’ attitudes and practices.
	When implementing an educational approach, providing ongoing support to teachers through coaching, workshops, and supervision has shown to have a substantial impact on student outcomes.
	When looking at quality of delivery, principals support and the support of the teachers within the Promoting Alternative THinking Strategies’ (PATHS) – a delinquency prevention curriculum, was seen to significantly influence reduced students’ aggression and behavioural dysregulation.



Reports




The following reports are free to access and download.



Implementation in Education – Findings from a Scoping Review
Uploaded: 14 April, 2022 • 982.2 KB - pdf

Download resource Implementation in Education - Findings from a Scoping Review
Summary of key findings of a scoping review of Implementation in Education
Uploaded: 14 April, 2022 • 301.9 KB - pdf

Download resource Summary of key findings of a scoping review of Implementation in Education
This review was conducted by the Centre for Evidence and Implementation.


Feature articles




Research to practice – implementation in education featured in ACER Teacher magazine.
Educators turn to ‘implementation science’ to ensure best results in schools featured in the Australian Financial Review.






About Evidence for Learning
Evidence for Learning was established in 2015 by Social Ventures Australia to support busy educators – especially educational leaders – increase learning for children by improving the quality, availability and use of evidence in education. This website is currently supported by the Education Endowment Foundation international team.
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We acknowledge Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and pay our respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders past, present, and emerging. We also accept the invitation in the Uluru Statement from the Heart to walk together with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in a movement of the Australian people for a better future.




